COETZER OPTICAL SYSTEMS (Pty) Ltd

Fiber Optic Cable Directional Drilling
Price

Overview

I got a bid for running 1500" of fiber optic cable (12 strand, single mode, about
$.70/ft for the cable) underground.

Key Takeaways

Fiber optic directional drilling rigs typically range from $50,000 to over $500,000
depending on size, drive type, and features.Price Ranges and Models

* Small to mid-size rigs for standard fiber optic installation often start around
$50,000-$150,000, suitable for shallow or moderate-length bores .

* Industrial-grade rigs with higher tonnage, dual-output cylinders, or modular oil-
electric drives can cost $200,000-$500,000+, designed for long, deep, or complex
urban bores .

* Examples from manufacturers:
* Jiangsu Dilong DL series: Traditional gear rack or oil cylinder drive machines,
ranging from DL200 to DL4500, with prices increasing with tonnage and output type .

* Hengwang 2025 HDD Rig: Offers adjustable cutting heads, hydraulic systems, and
diameters from 50mm to 600mm; Pro models with enhanced hydraulic power are at
the higher end of the price spectrum .

* Lianyungang Forward HDD Machines: Entry-level to mid-range rigs for fiber optic
engineering, typically priced competitively for export markets . o
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Factors Affecting Price
* Rig Size and Ton Capacity: Larger rigs with higher thrust and pullback capacity cost
more.

* Drive Type: Oil cylinder direct drive or dual-output systems are more expensive
than traditional gear rack drives.

* Hydraulic and Control Systems: Advanced hydraulic systems, precision control
panels, and safety features increase cost.

» Customization: Adjustable cutting heads, diameter range, and mobility options
(crawler vs. wheeled) add to the price.

» After-Sales Support: Local agent support, spare parts, and on-site guidance may
influence total investment .
Market Context

For fiber optic installation, the per-foot deployment cost using HDD ranges from
$15-$50 per foot, with median costs around $18.25/ft for underground fiber, largely
driven by labor and ground conditions . While this is separate from rig purchase, it
helps contextualize the investment in equipment relative to project economics.
Investing in a directional drilling rig requires balancing project scale, ground
conditions, and desired bore length with the rig's capabilities and price. For small-
scale or occasional projects, entry-level rigs may suffice, while large urban or
industrial projects justify higher-end, fully featured machines.

Article Content
Current Directional Drilling (HDD) Rates for Fiber Optic in 2026 ...

Discover the latest directional drilling rates for fiber optic installation in 2026. Learn
cost per foot, key pricing factors,

Telecommunications Line Boring

While we have directionally drilled and installed all forms of telecommunications
cable ranging from fiber optic telephone lines for

Directional Drilling Services

Directional drilling, also known as horizontal directional drilling (HDD) is widely used
in installing utilities and fiber optic internet

Fiber Optic Cable Installation Cost per Foot: Complete 2026 Guide for ...

Discover the fiber optic cable installation cost per foot in 2025, including material
pricing, labor rates, and installation
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Fiber Optics

Utility fiber lines are the most reliable way to transmit information, and horizontal
directional drilling is the most reliable way to install

Telecommunications Line Boring

The directional drilling system allows for the placement of underground cable with
minimal disturbance or disruption along the ground

Underground fiber optic cable installation cost

| got a bid for running 1500" of fiber optic cable (12 strand, single mode, about
$.70/ft for the cable) underground. The

Drilling Cost : r/FiberOptics

| had a call with a company that sells fiber circuits today, and part of their justification
of the cost was that it costs them $115 per foot

Using Directional Drilling for Laying Fiber Optic Cables

Directional Drilling: Directional drilling, also known as horizontal directional drilling
(HDD) or trenchless technology,

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://coetzerinvestments.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://coetzerinvestments.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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