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Fiber Optic Communication Pole Number
Standard

Overview

The attachment of communication cables to transmission line poles is limited to JEA
owned fiber optic cables only.

Key Takeaways

Fiber optic communication poles are numbered according to industry standards to
ensure proper identification, maintenance, and compliance with construction
guidelines.Purpose of Pole Numbering

Pole numbering is essential for network management, maintenance, and safety. Each
pole is assigned a unique identifier, which allows technicians to locate specific poles
for inspections, repairs, or upgrades. Proper numbering also facilitates coordination
with utility companies in joint-use scenarios and ensures compliance with regulatory
requirements .

Standard Guidelines

FOA Guidelines: The Fiber Optic Association (FOA) provides comprehensive standards
for fiber optic cable installation, including pole identification and labeling. Poles
should be clearly marked with durable, visible numbers that correspond to network
maps and documentation .
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RUS Construction Standards: The Rural Utilities Service (RUS) specifies joint-use
vertical midspan clearances, climbing space, and pole identification. Poles are
typically numbered sequentially along the route, and the numbering must be
consistent with RUS drawings (e.g., RUS #241, #214) to ensure proper spacing and
reference .

Labeling and Placement: Numbers are usually placed at a height visible from the
ground, often near the base or midsection of the pole. Labels must be weather-
resistant and legible from a distance. In some cases, color-coded tags or reflective
markers are used for additional visibility .

Integration with Network Maps: Each pole number should correspond to a network
diagram or GIS system, allowing technicians to quickly identify the pole's location,
associated fiber cables, and any joint-use utilities .

Additional Considerations

* Minimum Separation: When drilling or attaching hardware, check utility pole owner
requirements for minimum separation between drilled holes to maintain structural
integrity .

» Safety Compliance: Follow OSHA and local electrical codes when installing or
labeling poles, especially in areas with high-voltage lines or other hazards .

* Documentation: Maintain a centralized record of all pole numbers, locations, and
associated fiber routes to support maintenance and future network expansion .
Summary

Fiber optic communication poles are numbered sequentially and clearly labeled
according to FOA and RUS standards. Proper numbering ensures efficient
maintenance, safety, and regulatory compliance, while integration with network
maps and GIS systems enhances operational efficiency. Poles must also meet joint-
use clearance, structural, and safety requirements to support long-term network
reliability .

© 2026 COETZER OPTICAL SYSTEMS (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 3/5

Article Content
FOA Standard For Installing Fiber Optic Cable Plants

This standard covers fiber optic cabling installed for communications networks, both
indoor (premises installation) and outdoor

FIBER OPTIC CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

Fiber optic cable sequential numbers are required at each pole location and vault
wall. Sequential numbers will identify conduit

The Fiber Optic Association

Article 800 of the NEC covers communication circuits, such as telephone systems and
outside wiring for fire and burglar alarm

AERIAL COMMUNICATION CABLE IDENTIFICATION GUIDE

Fiber Optic Splice cases. A typical FOCA splice case will have the majority, if not, all
cables entering from one side of the splice

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics -Outside Plant Construction

The installation process of a lashed aerial fiber optic cable will generally require one
or more bucket trucks to allow workers to reach

Summary of NESC Clearances to Communication Cables see

** Fiber Optic Cables in the supply space (Rule 224A) will have the same required
clearance to communication cables in the

FIBER OPTIC STANDARDS

The attachment of communication cables to transmission line poles is limited to JEA
owned fiber optic cables only. The installation

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

Fiber optic network design refers to the specialized processes leading to a successful
installation and operation of a fiber optic

Outside Plant Fiber Optic Cable

Outside Plant Fiber optic cables for outdoor applications are engineered to withstand
the more demanding conditions seen outside,

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics -Outside Plant Construction
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Outside Plant Construction Guide Introduction Review Of Fiber Optic Technology.
Project Preparation And Guidelines. Underground

942 Intelligent Transportation Systems Plans

A cross section for devices such as DMS that require overhead structures. Number
and sizes for conduit. Number of fibers for fiber

Design Guide

Fiber optic network design refers to the specialized processes leading to a successful
installation and operation of a fiber optic

OSP Civil Works Guide-FOA

OSP Fiber Optics Civil Works Guide An updated version of this booklet is now
available as a textbook on Amazon, is included in the

1 SECTION 1730 FIBER-OPTIC CABLE

re spare fiber-optic cabl the roadway or driveways. Install one communications cable
identification marker within 36" of pole

FOA Standard For Installing Fiber Optic Cable Plants

This standard describes procedures for installing and testing cabling networks that
use fiber optic cables and related components to

Aerial Fiber Optic Cable Installation Standards

Aerial Fiber Optic Cable Installation Standards This document provides technical
specifications for the aerial installation of fiber optic

Installation of Solo® ADSS All-Dielectric Self-Supporting Fiber

General .1 . This procedure provides general information for installing all Corning
Optical Communications Solo® ADSS All-Dielectric

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

Fiber Optic Installation Reference: Guidelines for proper fiber optic network
installation in the FOA Standard For Installing Fiber Optic
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://coetzerinvestments.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://coetzerinvestments.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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