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How to handle the removal of fiber optic
cables on the roadside

Overview
Employ breakaway swivels to prevent over-pulling by disconnecting the fiber cable
when the load becomes too heavy.

Key Takeaways
Removing roadside fiber optic cables requires careful planning, proper tools, and
adherence to safety and regulatory standards to prevent damage and ensure public
safety.Planning and Assessment

Before beginning removal, conduct a thorough inventory of all cables, identifying
which are active and inactive, and create detailed maps of cable routes and
connection points ( ). Evaluate potential risks such as accidental disconnections,
damage to live networks, or exposure to underground utilities. Obtain necessary
approvals from local authorities or utility companies, and schedule work during low-
traffic periods to minimize disruption ( ).

Safety Precautions

Ensure all personnel are trained in fiber optic handling and roadside safety. Use
personal protective equipment (PPE) such as gloves, safety glasses, and high-
visibility clothing. If cables are in underground conduits, verify the presence of
marker tapes and avoid digging near active lines to prevent injury or service
interruptions ( ).
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Tools and Techniques
• Use proper tools such as rod, rope, or pull strings to extract cables from conduits
without damaging the fiber ( ).

• Avoid pulling directly on the cable jacket; instead, attach the pull string to the
Kevlar strength member inside the cable to prevent snapping or signal loss ( ).

• For cables in chambers or junction boxes, remove covers carefully and contain any
water or debris to prevent contamination ( ).

• Maintain the minimum bend radius when handling fiber to avoid micro-bending or
macro-bending that can degrade signal quality ( ).
Disposal and Compliance

After removal, properly dispose of or recycle the fiber optic cables according to local
regulations. Removing unused cables reduces fire hazards, trip risks, and clutter,
while preparing the infrastructure for future upgrades ( ). Document the removal
process and update maps to reflect the current state of the network.

Summary

Effective roadside fiber optic cable removal involves planning, risk assessment,
proper equipment, and adherence to safety standards. Following these steps ensures
the process is efficient, minimizes hazards, and maintains compliance with industry
and local regulations ( ).

Article Content

How to handle the removal of fiber optic cables on the roadside

Employ breakaway swivels to prevent over-pulling by disconnecting the fiber cable
when the load becomes too heavy. This section

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

Although premises cable is called "low voltage" and fiber optic cables are non-
conductive, it runs in areas full of power cables that

Comprehensive Guide to Fiber Optic Safety – trueCABLE

Navigate the intricacies of fiber optic safety with an authoritative guide on handling
hazards, protective gear, and best

Safety Procedure copy

Use pulling grips with swivel to attach to the pull rope, lubricants compatible with
cable jacket and duct material to achieve maximum
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XXII. Fiber Optic Safety Procedures

Employees will immediately and thoroughly wash their hands after leaving the work
area, where fiber optic cables are being spliced

Proper Handling for Fiber Optic & Network Cables

The proper tool to remove the outer jackets of Cat5e/6 or indoor fiber optic cable is
the Ideal Cable Stripper, ADI part

Removing or replacing fiber optic cables – Netflix Open Connect

After the OCA is fully drained, power down the OCA completely by following the
instructions in this article. Removing fiber optic cable

Managing Fiber Optic Cable Waste and Impact

Learn how to reduce, recycle, dispose, protect, educate, and evaluate your fiber optic
cable waste and environmental impact with

How to Fix a Cut Fiber Optic Cable

While a cut or damaged fiber optic cable can temporarily take your network down, it
is possible to quickly fix the cable

How To Strip Fiber Optic Cable | Instructional

In this instructional video, Bob Licari, Test Equipment Product Manager, demonstrates
a simple way to strip optical fiber.

Sheath Removal of Non-armored ALTOS® Fiber Optic Cables

In mid-span applications, CCS recommends coiling all tubes and filler rods in the slack
storage area of the splice closure; especially

Lashed Aerial Installation of Fiber Optic Cable

an existing lashed fiber optic or copper cable. This method of aerial cable installation,
“overlashing,” is attractive because the

Fiber Optic Cable Repair: Quick and Effective Tips

Learn quick and effective tips for fiber optic cable repair. Discover tools, techniques,
and safety practices to restore

How to Repair a Fiber Optic Cable

Once clean, do not touch the ends of the fiber to preserve its integrity. 4. Splice Your
Cable Splicing a fiber optic cable can be done

Safe Digging Practice to Avoid Buried Fiber Optic Cable Damage
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Safe Digging Practices: Avoid Damaging Fiber Optic Cables Buried Underground With
more Illinoisans working from home than ever

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

Power cables are always a safety hazard. Although premises cable is called "low
voltage" and fiber optic cables are non-conductive,

OSP Civil Works Guide-FOA

OSP Fiber Optics Civil Works Guide An updated version of this booklet is now
available as a textbook on Amazon, is included in the

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics -Outside Plant Construction ...

Outside Plant Construction Guide Introduction Review Of Fiber Optic Technology.
Project Preparation And Guidelines. Underground

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://coetzerinvestments.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://coetzerinvestments.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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